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Studying abroad in England
this past year allowed me to see
how Canadians are perceived.
outside of our home and native
land. We have an excellent rep-
utation overseas and yet it seems
to me that not many people know
a lot about us or our history.

I took a course on Britain
in the Second World War dur-
ing my time in England and
while America was constantly
talked about, Canada's contri-
butions were rarely mentioned.
Therefore I, the lone Canadian
in a classroom, which was full of
English and American students
felt compelled one day to raise
my hand and say, "Wait a min-
/ute, we were there too!"

I began to consider the idea
that like my classmates abroad,
perhaps Canadians are unaware
of not only our country's wartime
contributions, but also those of
the StFX community.

With the help of Kathy from
the archives and James Cam-
eron's book, For the People: A
History of St. Francis Xavier
University, I set out to discover
what the students of StFX did
during the First and Second
World Wars.

Canada automatically en-
tered the First World War in

Xaverian spirit remained strong during war times.

1914 after- Britain declared war
on Germany. By the summer
of 1915, under the initiative of
President MacPherson, StFX had
formed a company of Canadian
Officers' Training Corp (COTC).
The purpose of the COTC was
to - provide students basic mili-
tary training so that they could
be considered for active military
service. By 1916, a recruiting
officer had established a head-
quarters on the StFX campus.
Come spring, 200 students and
alumni were participating in ac-

tive service along with four fac-
ulty members.

In 1916, StFX officials and
the Board of Governors, along
with other Canadian universi-
ties, decided to form a station-
ary hospital unit as part of the
Canadian Army Medical Corp.
By March, Commanding Of-
ficer Roderick C. MacLeod (a
StFX grad) began organising on
campus. The hospital set off for
England on 19 ;June 1916 with
approximately' 156 members,
roughly 60 of them being StFX
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students and alumni. The unit
reached France in February
1917,and in the following Maya
German air attack killed two and
wounded 12 of the staff.

From February to April
1919, the unit was a venereal
disease hospital for Canadian
soldiers before it came back to
Canada and disbanded in 1920.
By the end of the war, it was re-
ported that around 340 students
and alumni had enlisted with 34
reported missing or killed.

Three days after Britain

declared war on Germany in
1939, Canada independently
entered the war. Just as in the
First World War, StFX students
and faculty were prepared to do
their part. The students began
fundraising, they donated blood,
sold war savings stamps in cred-
it unions and even sent gifts to
StFX men overseas. ,

Like many other Canadian
universities, StFX made mili-
tary training compulsory for
all physically fit male students
eighteen and older. The COTC
reformed in 1938 and by 1940,
had 140 active members. StFX
was as dedicated to training in
the Second World War as they
were in the First. The Univer-
sity Air Training Plan (UATP)
was established to train students
wishing to join the Air Force and
the University Naval Training
Division (UNTD) was created for
those leaning towards the Navy.
It has been estimated that over
749 students and alumni served
in the war with 49 of them mak-
ing the "supreme sacrifice".

As a history student, I often
find myself trying to convince
people of the importance of re-
membering the past, but regard-
less of what program you are in,
we are all students of StFX and
we should be interested in those
who walked the campus before
us.


